Story Request - Questions and Answers
We are asking our congregation to provide more stories during these uncertain times. Your very brief 1-2 paragraph story can help point somebody to God, or remind us of God’s faithfulness in challenging circumstances.
You may have questions about our call for stories during this time.  
1. Is there a deadline for this? 
No, but we are reaching out to you because we would love your story as soon as possible. We want to accumulate enough stories to provide a steady stream of encouragement during this challenging year.  
2. How long must my story be? 
We want to keep this short and simple for everybody. Your story may be as short as one sentence or longer. There are multiple options to submit your story using our electronic submission form, which allows you to fill in the blanks, and even upload a larger story if you desire. If you submit a longer story, we may use it now or in the near future. 
3. What makes this different than your usual story sharing practices at Centre Street Church? 
Two things make this different. 
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]One is timeliness. We want to keep the importance of church and our mission at the forefront of people’s lives during uncertain times. We want to encourage each other to focus on what God is doing (bigger picture) rather than only what is happening in our circumstances.   
b. Two is format. We seek to increase visibility of our stories and are planning on sharing your stories in a variety of new and traditional formats, including a virtual photo story wall to illustrate how God is building us up, and how we are building each other up in our sharing of His goodness. We deeply encourage you to include a photo with your story! 
4. What will my story be used for? 
Your story will likely be used in one or more of the following ways –photo quotes on our virtual story wall, short or long blog posts, life change videos and short story bursts on social media. We may use your story in the future as well, for things such as an atrium display or in our annual report. We will contact you for more information if we want to pursue something larger with your story like a blog or a video.
5. Will my story be edited? 
CSC may edit your story for length, grammar or to fit with the format we believe will best bring visibility to your story. We will never edit your story in a way that alters or distorts the meaning or missional intent of your story. 
6. Why are you asking us to include a photo? 
Photos capture attention more than large blocks of text. Our heart is to maximize the number of people coming across stories about what God is doing in the lives of people in our church during these uncertain times. You don’t have to include a photo of yourself. If you choose, you can include a photo of something meaningful to you and relevant to the story. You must own the rights to the photo (i.e. we can only use photos that you either took yourself, or photos that you have permission to use).  
7. Why are you asking us to include our contact information? 
We need your contact details (either an email or phone number – preferably both) in the event we want to contact you for more information/clarification or to pursue a larger story such as a video or blog. We will not use your contact information for any other purposes than what was described.  
8. When will my story be shared? Will you let me know? 
We are seeking stories to share right away, but depending on the volume of responses, we may not be able to share your story right away. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to share all stories, nor notify all story submitters about the timing of when we/if we share their story. However, longer stories that we use for things like videos and blogs will likely require us to engage further with you using the contact information you provide in the form. 
9. Will my name be used in the story? 
We will only use your first name. If you prefer to be anonymous you can use a nickname (e.g. HisFaithfulServant or Blessed Family or CheerfulGiver).  Real names are always more impactful.
10. Will my story be used to promote the projects to BUILD more room for God? 
Stories may be used to advance our BUILD initiatives, or they may be used more generally to show how God is moving in the lives of His people, His church and our missions and ministries. Our virtual story wall will be located on our www.buildmoreroom.ca website and is coming soon, once we have a few examples we can use! 

If you have any other questions, please contact communication@cschurch.ca with your question. 

